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State-Society Relations in the Arab World from Joel Migdal’s Approach: A
Study in Methodological Conceptualization
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Abstract:

This study examines the possibility to use Joel Migdal's state-society theoretical framework
to explain the interaction between state-society in the Arab region. The analytical framework
presented by Migdal was interpreted and then projected to explain the pattern of the relationship
between the state and society in the Arab world.

The study concluded that the theoretical approach presented by Joel Migdal, despite its great
importance, remains indefinite in its patterns, as it needs conceptualization and supervision
according to the nature of the case study in question. In contrast to the European experience in
which societal forces were able to reach consensus formulas with the ruling elites, achieving
advanced levels of mutual empowerment, the creation of most Arab countries was due to
international powers’ conflicts. Therefore, the weakness of Arab civil society is caused by the
structural weakness of the state, which tightens the screws on civil society institutions, and
dominates them and directs their activities.

Keywords: State-society relations, Joel Migdal, conceptualization, Arab region.
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