Abstract

The problems associated with asphaltene deposition generate
significant production loss and involve expensive corrective
measures. The deposition of asphaltenes greatly reduces the
productivity of the affected wells, and in some cases stops the well
from flowing after a complete plugging of production column, it may
also obstruct surface production facilities. This article reviews the
different factors influencing the deposition of asphaltenes. The main
problems caused by asphaltene deposition are presented in this
work. Our focus will be on the current methods to fight these
problems through the removal and the prevention of asphaltene
deposition. Among the objectives of this review study is to provide an
overview of current asphaltene inhibitors and dispersants that have
been used in the literature. Finally, this paper sheds light on the
strategy to control and minimize asphaltene deposits by inhibitors or
dispersants to avoid any harmful consequence that will be happened
later because of asphaltene deposits.
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